Dipyridamole Thallium-201 Scintigraphy as a Preoperative Screening Test
The study by Mangano et all purporting to show that 20'1r scintigraphy for preoperative screening of patients undergoing vascular surgery is not predictive of adverse cardiac outcomes is particularly important to physicians involved in the perioperative care of these patients. However, I believe the following best illustrates why Mangano's findings are at variance from previously cited literature. [2] [3] [4] [5] Let us assume that the diagnostic criterion for obstructive coronary artery disease is a 1-mm ST segment depression on exercise ECG. If we apply this test to a group of 20 patients with known coronary anatomy, of whom 15 have triple-vessel disease and five are normal, it would not be surprising to find that 14 of the 15 with triple-vessel disease have a positive treadmill test, and one of the five normals also has a positive test. These results would yield a sensitivity and specificity of 93% and 80%, respectively.
Applying the same criterion to a group of 20, 10 with single-vessel 
